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CHOICE NOT AN ECHO’* 
BY "PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY 
ALTON, ILLINOIS 


The Los Angeles Office, by airtel dated 6-16-64, enclosed a copy of 
captioned book,which is a paperback publication of the Pere Marquette Press of Alton, 
Hlinois, which has as a subcaption, n the inside story of how American Presidents are 
chosen."It was left without permission by an unknown person at the residence of SA Carl 
R. Schlatter, 1832 South Cordova Street, Alhambra, California, who is assigned to the 
Los Angeles Office(EOD 1-6-47, GS-13). Los Angeles advised its indices are negative 
regarding the book, the author and the printer. The book was furnished the Bureau for 
information and need not be returned to Los Angeles. 

REVIEW OF BOOK: 

Jhis is a purely political booklet allegedly written to expose to the general 
members of the Tlenublican Ifertvt the behind-the-scenes maneuvering of the "kingmakers" 
in the Republican Party. The theme expressed in the book is that these "kingmakers" 
actually choose the Presidential candidates of the Republican Party through their manipu¬ 
lation of convention delegates rather than the choice being made by regular Republicans 
through their voting in the primaries. Mrs. Schlafly claims that these power politicians 
are not concerned with the retention of the two Party system or of furthering the 
principals of the Republican Party but seek only to serve their own interests and move hy, 
and out of the two Parties as their interests dictate. 
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Mrs. Schlafly identifies the most influential of these "kingmakers" as 
Nelson Rockefeller, Harold Stassen, ; Dean Acheson, and the columnist, Walter Lippmann. 

kSi - (*0W-<SI 

The only mention of the FBI in this book concerns a reference qjrPage 103 
to an alleged secret meeting held at the King and Prince Hotel, St. Simon's Iglgnd, 
Georgia, in February, 1957,, The author claims that the "kingmakers” werejgathered at 
this meeting formulating political plans for the 1960 Presidential campaign.<uThe book 
states that, ’’The hotel was closed to all other patrops. NATO ancP^BI guards irf plain 
clothes kept constant Surveillance on_the_hotel itgglf.^ 
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RE: "A,CHOICE NOT AN ECHO" 



of course, a complete fabrication and is indicative of the flights of fancy and 
fuzzy thinking which afflict the author throughout the book. 

Mrs. Schlafly states that the obvious nominee of the Republicans 
for 1964 is Senator Barry Goldwater, as he represents independence of thought 
and a refusal to bow to the dictates of the "kingmakers." This, of course, strikes at 
the real reason for Mrs. Schlafly's writing this book,as it is an out-and-out political 
pitch for Senator Goldwater’s nomination as the Republican Presidential nominee. 


INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 


Bufiles indicate that we have had limited cordial correspondence with 
Mrs. Schlafly in which she has inquired about communist activities in this country. 
She has expressed support and admiration for the Bureau and the Director. The 
Pere Marquette Press is not identifiable in Bufiles '. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

For information. 
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